
 

ESRD mortality is lower than ever for 
patients receiving dialysis.1 

 Mortality rates for patients with ESRD have 
consistently improved as the quality of dialysis care 
has improved.  

 All-cause dialysis mortality decreased by more than 
29 percent between 2001 and 2016.   

 Since 1996, mortality has decreased by more than 31 
percent for Medicare patients aged 65 years or older 
that receive dialysis, which demonstrates significant 
improvement for the fastest growing population of 
dialysis patients.  
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Improvements in dialysis care have improved ESRD survival. 
 

Patients with end-stage renal disease (ESRD) are among the most complex Medicare beneficiaries and 
historically have had shorter than average life expectancy.  During the last fifteen years, advances in dialysis 
care have improved survival and reduced mortality for patients with ESRD.  
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Patients receiving dialysis are 
surviving longer. 
 Survival rates have improved for patients 

receiving all types of dialysis.1  
 At all ages, life expectancy has increased for 

both women and men receiving dialysis.1-2  
 Between 2011 and 2015 alone, the average 

remaining lifetime for patients receiving 
dialysis increased by over seven months.2-3 
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Cumulative change in survival 5 years after starting dialysis


